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THE LEARNING DIFFICULTIES ARENA: 
Addressing the challenges 

 

August 19th and 20th 2006 
Wesley Senior School, Melbourne 

 
 
Saturday 19 August  
9am Adamson Hall 

 
Keynote Speaker: Dr Ken Rowe 

 

Key findings and recommendations from the National Inquiry into the Teaching 
of Literacy: Issues and implications for students with learning difficulties 
 
Dr Rowe will highlight key findings and recommendations from the recent report of the National 
Inquiry into the Teaching of Literacy.   Specific reference will be made to issues and implications for 
students with learning difficulties – particularly as these relate to the quality of teaching and learning 
provision.   Key among these issues is the strong overlap between ‘education’ and ‘health’, especially 
the link between auditory processing, literacy learning and behaviour.  Drawing from evidence-based 
research findings, Rowe draws attention to features of practical teaching strategies that have strong 
positive effects on students’ literacy progress (especially in reading), their attentive behaviours in the 
classroom and general wellbeing. 

Dr Ken Rowe [BA (Hons) PhD Melb, MSc London, Dip Gen Studs Swin, TPTC, MACE, FACEL] is the 
research director of the Learning Processes and Contexts research program at the Australian Council 
for Educational Research.  Prior to this, Ken was Principal Research Fellow and Associate Professor 
in the Centre for Applied Educational Research at the University of Melbourne (1993-99), senior 
research officer, Department of Education, (Vic)(1986-92), Commonwealth Relations Trust Fellow at 
the University of London Institute of Education (1984-85) and teacher and principal in Victorian 
government schools (1967-83).  Ken has also had Visiting Research Fellow appointments in Europe, 
the UK and Canada.  
 In 2004 and 2005, Ken was Committee Chair, National Inquiry into the Teaching of Literacy, and is 
currently on the Board of Carrick Institute for Learning and Teaching in Higher Education. 
 
Ken’s substantive and methodological research interests include: ‘authentic’ educational and 
psychological assessment; multilevel, ‘value-added’ performance indicators and benchmarking; 
teacher and school effectiveness; and differential gender effects of schooling in the context of 
teaching and learning – especially in literacy and numeracy. A prolific author and researcher, who 
has also written software application packages, he has presented more than 250 conference papers 
and invited keynote addresses. 
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Armstrong and Cashmere Doorway Into Practical Literacy 
 
Doorway Into Practical Literacy (DIPL) is a radical new literacy program for use in the classroom or for 
remedial purposes. Written by Australians and incorporating all key learning areas in a systematic 
integrated approach, its simple and logical learning style is developed and enhanced by the constant 
encouragement of improved critical thinking and good listening skills. DIPL’s unique approach to 
spelling is skill-based (developing the use of phonemic skills together with simple easy-to-remember 
rules), employing an understanding of why words are spelt the way they are, not simply relying on the 
memory of words. 
 

Judy Armstrong, speech pathologist, has worked for 30 years with students experiencing difficulties 
learning in the classroom. She has drawn on current research and practical experience to develop 
simple, logical techniques to aid such students in their learning. 
Suzanne Cashmere is a trained primary teacher with extensive experience teaching infant classes in 
many schools and considerable experience helping children with difficulties, especially slower learners. 
 

Roberts and Slade           Good Teaching – Good 
Spelling:      simple strategies for success for 
all levels 
 

Do you think spelling is worth teaching? If so, in this workshop, you can try out Jan’s strategies and 
games and make aids that help students of all ages learn more effectively, eg. How to memorise 
spelling with CHIMP; how to remember ‘rules’, prefixes and suffixes, apostrophes; how to understand 
the structure of words and the tools of phonics, how to develop a program that helps with reading too.  
Mary will show you how she conducts in Grade 6, with excellent results, the program Now I can spell 
and read better, too. This is a teacher-friendly, research-based program that draws on the wide 
experience of the author and facilitator, Jan Roberts. 
 
Jan Roberts specialises in teaching and learning. She has taught at all levels in primary and 
secondary classrooms. She tutors students with learning difficulties, conducts workshops for 
teachers, aides and parents in spelling, reading, catering for special needs and de Bono thinking 
tools. Jan's resources include: Spelling Recovery (ACER Press and David Fulton, UK); and the 
program, Now I can spell and read better, too. 
 
Mary Slade is a primary school teacher with 30 years experience and specialist qualifications in 
library and physical education. She is influenced by her work with the Perceptual Motor Program 
(PMP) in preps.  Currently Mary is working in the middle years and has introduced the Roberts 
spelling program in her grade. 

 
Byers  Using Homework to Strengthen the Home-School Partnership 
 
This homework session will focus on the positive part homework can play when parents and teachers 
work together.  Participants will be presented with easy to implement ideas and effective strategies 
that address ways  for parents to be actively involved in a meaningful way, to value the contribution of 
parents and teachers, to empower teachers, parents and students. The strategies provide information 
to use when setting future homework assignments,  strengthening the home-school relationship.  All 
strategies are based on educational literature, educational research and sound educational practice. 
 

Past president of LDA, Sylvia Byers, from WA, is a consultant working with students, parents, teachers, 
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administrators and others involved in the education of students in both city and country schools. Of 
particular interest is the positive part homework can play when teachers and parents work together to 
increase school success for struggling students. Sylvia has co-authored two books, ‘Reading Made 
Easy’ and ‘The Powerful Partnership: a homework guide for parents, students and teachers’. 
 

Deyzel         Creative Writing for the Primary School Child 
 
Deyzel looks at two approaches for the teaching of writing – a Bottom Up, or a Top Down approach.  
The Bottom Up uses a program, Attack, to assist those students who have not mastered the 
conventions of writing, or who are reluctant to write. The Top Down approach explores the creative 
aspects of writing such as choosing topics, characters, settings, story outlines, editing, evaluation, 
publication and the transfer of skills. Her presentation is packed with practical ideas to use in a 
classroom or in one-to-one tuition. 
 

Jenny Deyzel has been teaching for about forty years.  Initially a primary teacher, she worked with 
intellectually disabled students after post-graduate studies and then with remedial and gifted 
students.  She is now in private practice working with about 35 students of all ages. A few of these 
are gifted, but most have a variety of learning disabilities. She is passionate  about the teaching of 
reading, writing and mathematics. 

 
Firth             Success Despite Learning Difficulties 
 
Sense of control and productive coping are known to be key resources for life success for students 
who have specific learning disabilities (SLD). The project, to be reported in this session, investigated 
the effect of a coping program and a teacher feedback intervention on these variables for 98 
adolescent students with SLD. Findings were positive changes in the coping program group to a 
greater internal locus of control and increased use of productive coping, but no change of sense of 
control over feelings. This provides some encouraging evidence that psycho-social resources of 
students who have learning difficulties can be positively influenced by school-based interventions.  
 

Nola Firth is a co-founder of the Swinburne University Learning Difficulties Project, a past president of 
L DA and an internationally published researcher in the field of specific learning disabilities (SLD). 
She has published programs in this field for teachers, students and parents and has extensively 
researched the theory and practice of assisting adolescents who have specific learning disabilities to 
cope successfully.  

 
Galletly  Dynamic Indicators of Basic Literacy Skills (DIBELS) 
 
Assessment of early reading development is a vital aspect of teaching reading with normal-progress 
and at-risk readers. One of the biggest challenges to teachers and researchers in Australia today is 
the lack of  inexpensive, rigorous tests of reading accuracy. DIBELS offers a useful option in this 
area. Basic Early Literacy Skills is a set of brief measures of early reading that are found to be 
reliable and valid for assessing the acquisition of early literacy skills of children learning to read in 
English in the United States. The measures are extremely quick to administer and offer useful 
practical information, guiding next steps of instruction, in addition to providing formal achievement 
data against international standards. 
 
Susan Galletly is a lecturer and reading researcher from Central Queensland University. She has a 
passion for improving literacy outcomes in lower literacy achievers and empowering Australian 
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teachers in this area. She is the author of books, journal articles and chapters in professional texts, 
as well as her ‘Literacy Plus’ reading instruction materials.  Her current research interests are reading 
accuracy instruction and the impact of English orthographic complexity on literacy development. 

 
Henbest Comprehension Scaffolding for Secondary Students 
 
Henbest  explores a range of methods to use at the secondary level to enhance comprehension. 
Delegates will learn how to deconstruct text by developing a detailed orientation, leading to improved 
comprehension as well as written output. There will also be explanation and modelling of strategies 
such as RIDER, using a range of information maps and self questioning and practical examples of using 
answer grids, a question matrix and jigsaws to increase the engagement level in reading tasks as well 
as the processing of the text.  
 

Catherine Henbest is a school adviser-student services for the Catholic Education Office (CEO), 
Melbourne and a member of working parties, including the Autism Team, Enhancing Secondary 
Provision, School Improvement Framework and Audit Tools for Inclusive Practice. Her work involves 
conducting assessments to assist teachers develop effective learning plans for students with specific 
learning difficulties. She also runs workshops and professional learning in gifted education, 
curriculum differentiation, development of effective individual learning plans, early literacy intervention 
and whole school policy and practice.  

 
Kelly                    Speech Moderated Alphabetic Principle & Phonemic Awareness  
 

Cues, poems and songs are used to address some of the problems of written English, such as the 
same vowel phoneme written in several different ways, as in, ‘Do not glare at the bear on the stair.’   
This workshop looks at ways to remember these and other tricks of English orthography.  As it will be 
interactive, come ready to sing, dance, laugh and devise creative ways to assist students. The 
session introduces SMAPPA (Speech Moderated Alphabetic Principle and Phonemic Awareness) 
and provides the first stage of training in this successful program developed over seven years in 
private practice. CDs will be provided as memory joggers for teachers who wish to use the material in 
their own work. 
 
Greta Kelly’s career as a teacher saw her fill many roles – classroom teaching, particularly early 
grades, school principal, designing and running two school-to-work programs for 15 and 16-year-olds, 
setting up two new establishments and running regional conferences. Studies and practice in special 
education and early childhood took her into her role as a regional early childhood consultant in 
language. She started a full-time practice in learning disability in 1994. She has developed innovative 
strategies to assist her students. Kelly is preparing this material and accompanying thesis for her 
Doctor of Education. 
 

Lewis      Difficulties commonly experienced by Year 3 & 4 students: an overview 
    of research findings regarding effective assessment and intervention activities 
 

In 2003,  the Catholic Education Office (CEO), Melbourne, in partnership with Associate Professor 
Bob Wright (Southern Cross University), was successful in their application for a Linkage Grant 
(Australian Research Council) to research effective teaching pathways for students struggling with 
numeracy development. This session outlines the difficulties commonly experienced by Year 3 & 4 
students and overviews the research findings regarding effective assessment and intervention 
activities developed and trialled with a number of student cohorts.  
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Gerard Lewis is the team leader (numeracy) at the CEO and has responsibility for numeracy 
intervention programs undertaken across the Catholic sector in Victoria. He has overseen the 
development and implementation of the Success in Numeracy Intervention (SINE) initiative across 
Catholic primary and secondary schools. In this role, Lewis has been responsible for an innovative 
professional development program enhancing teacher skills in analysing students’ additional learning 
needs and devising effective intervention options based on an evidence-based approach. Prior to his 
appointment at the CEO, Gerard held a number of senior teaching positions and was principal of a 
Catholic primary school. 
 

Lutvey and Cole                     Non-Verbal Learning Disorders: clumsy and socially   
      awkward yet speaks like a politician. Teaching students with uneven abilities 
 

Lutvey and Cole address the implications for learning and teaching of students with a non-verbal 
learning disorder (NVLD), a functioning disorder of the right hemisphere of the brain caused by brain  
injury, hydrocephalus or congenital abnormality. They will explore issues such as critical reasoning, 
organisation, fine motor skills and social interactions. Students with NVLD can frustrate teachers and 
parents with the disparity between competencies in reading, spelling, memory and verbal skills, while 
struggling with other areas of the curriculum. The experience and expertise of teacher, physiotherapist, 
educational consultant and parents of students with NVLD will be reflected in this session. 
Cathy Lutvey is a VT supporting students with physical impairment either in school or in early 
educational environment. She has a Masters Degree at QUT focusing on learning support and 
inclusion and a post-grad. Diploma in public health.  Her daughter with spina bifida and 
hydrocephalus suffered significant NVLD-related learning difficulties. 
Lisa Cole is a learning support teacher and a practicing paediatric physiotherapist completing her 
Masters degree at QUT. Her child with spina bifida and hydrocephalus also has NVLD. 
 

Munro  Evidence Based Professional Practice to Support Students Who Have 
 Literacy Learning Disabilities: a model for C21st provision 
 

Munro describes a validated model for integrating learning disabilities research, teacher professional 
learning and enhanced system support. Over the past five years a model for enhanced provision for 
students who have literacy learning disabilities has been developed at the University of Melbourne. 
Research in 2000-04, involving over 500 students, examined the predictors of literacy learning 
disabilities for grades 1 and 2 and identified a number of characteristic knowledge profiles that led to 
literacy learning disabilities. The outcomes of this research were used to develop a professional 
training program for teachers employed in schools in the Catholic Education Office, Melbourne. The 
professional training program is based on explicit model of adult professional learning. In parallel with 
this program, a range of system level support processes have been developed. 
 

Dr John Munro is currently Associate Professor and Head of Studies in Gifted Education and 
Exceptional Learning in the Faculty of Education at The University of Melbourne. He is a trained 
primary and secondary school teacher and a psychologist.  His research interests and teaching are in 
the areas of contemporary models of learning and knowledge enhancement, learning internationally, 
literacy and numeracy learning and learning disabilities, gifted learning and  professional learning. His 
research and teaching is informed by extensive work with schools and educational providers in 
Australia and in the UK. He has extensively researched literacy and numeracy learning and learning 
disabilities. Aspects of the research in these areas have been operationalised in school-based 
professional development projects, addressed in keynote presentations at national conferences. Dr 
Munro has written a range of texts and articles about his work. He has been chairperson of the 
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College of Educational and Developmental Psychologists (Aus) and president of  the Australian 
Remedial Education Association. 
 

Philpot                                               Sounds-Write : a whole class linguistic phonic 
 approach to the tuition of literacy 
 

The Sounds-Write literacy tuition program is a linguistic phonic approach to whole class teaching that 
is proving considerably more effective in classrooms than anything that has preceded it. 
Consequently it is increasingly being adopted in UK schools. The program is focused on teaching 
conceptual understanding of the English alphabet code, mastery of the three phonemic awareness 
skills and factual knowledge of the ‘high frequency’ graphemes used to encode the 42-45 phonemes 
of English. Philpot will present data on the outcomes of  use of this program with over 1000 UK pupils 
in Key Stage One (ages 4.0 to 7.11). 
 
David Philpot worked for thirty years as a local authority educational  psychologist with specialist 
areas of physical handicap and neurological disability. He took early retirement last year to focus on 
his work as a literacy consultant in disseminating information about linguistic phonic tuition and 
delivering training courses in the approach to teachers. 
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THE LEARNING DIFFICULTIES ARENA: 
Addressing the challenges 

 

August 19th and 20th 2006 
Wesley Senior School, Melbourne 

 
 

Sunday 20 August 
           9am Adamson Theatre 

            
             Keynote Speaker: Professor Ian Hay 

 
Advancing the education of students with  
learning difficulties using an interactive framework 
 
Theories of literacy acquisition for individuals with learning difficulties have often been 
summarised as a choice between either a whole language or a decoding approach.  
 
This either or notion has failed to acknowledge that literacy is a dynamic, interactive, 
cognitive and social process where the elements of motivation, attention, language, 
thinking (metacognition) and phonological skills form an interactive relationship and 
weakness in one or some of these elements inhibits the individual’s literacy development. 

 
These issues are explored in this presentation along with implications for classroom programming 
and home/school practices.  

 

Professor Ian Hay has been a teacher, guidance officer, district guidance officer, and academic at Griffith 
University and the University of Queensland. He has recently taken up the position of Professor, Special 
Education/Educational Psychology at the University of New England. 

He is a very active researcher who has been awarded competitive research funds to the value of more than 
$1.25m and has published more than 80 book chapters, refereed journal articles, reports, and other articles in 
a range of international and national peer review publications associated with students with learning difficulties. 

He has given more than 100 state, national, and international conference presentations and is a Fellow of the 
International Academe of Research into Learning Disability. 
 
Hay’s research interests include students with special education needs, educational psychology, self-concept 
and motivation, and research methods. 
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Paper 1: Wheldall   
Introduction: Origins and efficacy of MULTILIT. 
 

The Making Up Lost Time In Literacy (MULTILIT) research and development initiative was established in 1995 by 
Kevin Wheldall (Director) and Robyn Beaman (Manager) at Macquarie University Special Education Centre 
(MUSEC). The central aim of the initiative, which now comprises the MULTILIT Research Unit at MUSEC, is to 
research and develop more effective ways of teaching low progress students experiencing difficulties in learning 
literacy skills. By way of introduction, a brief summary of research to date will be presented with an emphasis on 
the repeated findings regarding the efficacy of MULTILIT interventions with low-progress readers. 

 
Paper 2: Ellis, Wheldall and Beaman 
The research locus and conceptual basis for MULTILIT: why we do what we do.  
 

MULTILIT is predicated upon contemporary, evidence-based best practice and research-based models of 
effective instruction of reading and related skills for low-progress readers. The conceptual foundations and 
operating principles of MULTILIT are described in Wheldall and Beaman (2000) while Ellis (2005) has recently 
reported a review and conceptual analysis of the research literature on teaching students with learning difficulties. 
This paper draws on both of these resources to explain ‘why we do what we do’ in MULTILIT instructional 
programs, showing  how MULTILIT relates to, and is consonant with, international research and best practice in 
this area. 

 
Paper 3: Madelaine, Wheldall, and Reynolds 
Tracking progress in reading: Introducing WARP, Pre-WARP and MULTILIT Book levels.  
 

Effective instruction for low-progress readers is predicated, in part, upon effective initial assessment of reading 
performance and subsequent monitoring of reading progress. Most reading tests in contemporary use, however, 
are time consuming to administer and should only be used infrequently. The Wheldall Assessment of Reading 
Passages (WARP) is based on the curriculum-based measurement model and allows both initial assessment and 
subsequent weekly monitoring of low-progress readers over a school term.  MULTILIT Book Levels allow progress 
to be monitored based on the level of text a student is able to read. Finally, an extension to the WARP is being 
developed for use with struggling beginning readers. 

 
Paper 4: Beaman, Wheldall, and Madelaine  
Making effective reading instruction possible: The role of Positive Teaching in MULTILIT.  
 

Effective management of students’ classroom behaviour is a necessary, but not sufficient, condition for effective 
literacy instruction to take place. Unless students are engaged with the task little of value will be learned. 
Research examining the most common classroom misbehaviours, as perceived by teachers, will be presented 
together with observational studies of teachers’ and students’ classroom behaviour. The model of Positive 
Teaching, which underpins the MULTILIT approach, is offered as a method of dealing with troublesome classroom 
behaviours and maximising student engaged time. Particular consideration is given to the problems posed, and 
faced, by boys. 

 
Paper 5: Reynolds, Wheldall, and Madelaine   ‘Meeting Initial Needs In Literacy’ (MINILIT): 
 A ramp to MULTILIT for younger low-progress readers.  
 

Despite  reservations expressed by reading scientists regarding both its efficacy and its cost 
effectiveness, for over twenty years Reading Recovery has been promoted internationally as the 
intervention of choice for young struggling readers. Following a brief review of research on Reading 
Recovery several suggestions for improvement are suggested.  An alternative small group based 
instructional model (MINILIT) is then described. It provides additional focus on phonemic awareness and 
allows access to the MULTILIT program for younger struggling readers. The results from two preliminary 
pilot studies are presented. 
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Papers 1, 2 and 3  will be presented in the morning session. 
 

Paper 1:  
Wheldall  Introduction: Origins and efficacy of MULTILIT. 
Paper 2:  
Ellis, Wheldall and Beaman  
The research locus and conceptual basis for MULTILIT: why we do what we do.  
Paper 3:  
Madelaine, Wheldall, and Reynolds 
Tracking progress in reading: Introducing WARP, Pre-WARP and MULTILIT Book levels.  
 

Papers 4 and 5 will be presented after lunch. 
 

Paper 4:  
Beaman, Wheldall, and Madelaine  
Making effective reading instruction possible: The role of Positive Teaching in MULTILIT 
Paper 5: 
 Reynolds, Wheldall, and Madelaine  
‘Meeting Initial Needs In Literacy’ (MINILIT):  A ramp to MULTILIT for younger low-progress readers.  
 
SUNDAY SYMPOSIUM PRESENTERS:  
 
Robyn Beaman (BA) is the Research and Development Manager at Macquarie University Special Education 
Centre (MUSEC) and the Deputy Director of the MULTILIT Research Unit. She has been researching into the 
problems of children with learning and behaviour difficulties for over 15 years. She is the joint author of ‘An 
Evaluation of MULTILIT’ and of a number of research articles. She has recently submitted her doctoral thesis 
on teacher-student interaction in the classroom. 
 

Dr Louise Ellis [BPsych (Hons), PhD, Reg Psychol] is the Senior Clinician at the MULTILIT Centre. She has 
worked extensively  in the area of students with learning difficulties. Dr Ellis was a Research Fellow at the 
Australian Council for Educational Research (2004-2005) where she published ‘Balancing approaches: 
Revisiting the educational psychology research on educating students with learning difficulties’. 
 
Dr Alison Madelaine [BA, MA (Spec Ed), PhD] is a lecturer in Special Education at Macquarie University 
Special Education Centre. Her doctorate topic was  curriculum-based measurement of reading in low-
progress readers and she has published many articles on this topic. She is the joint author of the manual for 
the Wheldall Assessment of Reading Passages (WARP). 
 

Meree Reynolds [BA, MA (Spec Ed)] is a part-time lecturer in Special Education at Macquarie University 
Special Education Centre (MUSEC) and a doctoral research student. She has over twenty years experience 
in the education of students with learning difficulties. Her doctoral research involves the development of a 
small group instructional program for young struggling readers, based on MULTILIT.  
 
Professor Kevin Wheldall (BA, PhD, CPsychol, FBPsS, FCollP, MAPS) is Professor of Education and 
Director of Macquarie University Special Education Centre (MUSEC). He is also Director, MULTILIT 
Research Unit. Currently President of LDA, he has researched and written extensively in the area of learning 
and behaviour difficulties and is the author of many books, chapters and journal articles.  
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Deyzel        From thousandths to millions 
 

Deyzel explores our number system using popsicle sticks bundled into tens, hundreds and thousands to 
assist students to gain the concepts of our number system being based on ten, the pattern of HTO 
through the ones, thousands and millions and how the value of a number is changed depending on 
where it is placed. A breakdown of all other aspects of place value will be presented including 
multiplication and division of multiples of 10.  Sticks are cut into tenths, hundredths and thousandths so 
that students gain a clear understanding of decimals.  A detailed analysis of the teaching of all aspects of 
decimals will be provided.  
 
Jenny Deyzel has been teaching for about forty years. She was initially a primary school teacher.  After 
post graduate study, she worked with intellectually disabled students and then with remedial and gifted 
students as a special education teacher.  She is now in private practice working with approximately 35 
students of all ages.  Some of the students are gifted, but most of them have a variety of learning 
disabilities. She is passionate about the teaching of reading, writing and mathematics. 
 

Galletly     Mackay Reading Accuracy Test: preliminary findings 
 

Reading accuracy (word-identification) has been largely ignored in Australian reading instruction since 
the 1980s. There are thus major needs to gather current data on the reading-accuracy development and 
achievement of Australian children.  In this study, reading-accuracy data has been gathered in three 
forms: DIBELS and TOWRE tests to 450 children in Years 1-3 at two time points, TOWRE test 
administered at single timepoint to 800 children Years 1-10 and longitudinal data on 200 students tested 
Neale Analysis of Reading Ability over a six year period. The data is being explored in terms of  
1. patterns of reading-accuracy achievement of Australian students from Year 1-10 
2. the relationship between reading accuracy achievement  and results on national benchmark tests 
3. comparisons of Year-level reading accuracy achievement in Australia and America. 

 

Susan Galletly is a lecturer and reading researcher from Central Queensland University, with a passion 
for improving literacy outcomes in lower literacy achievers, and empowering Australian teachers in this 
area. She is the author of books, journal articles and chapters in professional texts, as well as her 
Literacy Plus reading instruction materials. Her current research interests are reading accuracy 
instruction and the impact of English orthographic complexity on literacy development. 
 

Hall     The Prevention of Reading Difficulties: a Smarter Start 
 
This presentation is based on a research project that highlights the positive outcomes achieved whilst 
utilising a whole school plan to support the teaching of reading in the early years. Using a whole school 
design approach, Hall highlights the essential combination of the effective elements of education and the 
significant learning gains that have been achieved. ‘Prevention is better than cure’ is a noteworthy catch-
cry of this process and is utilized to preclude and resolve differences as early as possible, thus reducing 
the frustration to students, parents and teachers alike. The important link between the affective aspects 
of learning and the students’ self-beliefs and achievement is also addressed in this presentation. 
 
Suzanne Hall is an experienced educator and presenter, working in educational communities as director 
in child care, teacher in pre-school, primary and TAFE, assistant principal, support teacher – inclusive 
education and educational consultant. She has worked over all levels of education from early childhood 
through to adult education and is a sought after presenter at conferences and teacher professional 
learning days.  Suzanne holds a Masters degree in Education [Educational Psychology] and a Bachelor 
degree in Education. " 
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Heine             Auditory Processing: from diagnosis to management 
 
(Central) Auditory Processing Disorder or (C)APD is a topical area that has received abundant attention 
in the literature. According to Stach (1998), (C)APD presents as “communication disorders that resemble 
hearing impairment” and are related to “idiopathic dysfunction of the central auditory nervous system”. 
Literary evidence (Bellis, 2002; Friel-Patti, 1999) suggests that in many instances, (C)APD is related to 
language and literacy deficits. The aim of this presentation is to provide a theoretical and clinical 
perspective of (C)APD. Definitions, behavioural observations, diagnostic procedures and auditory 
processing profiling will be exemplified. Management strategies to promote auditory processing will be 
discussed and practical intervention strategies will be provided. 
 

Dr Chyrisse Heine is a speech pathologist and audiologist working in private practice and as a lecturer at 
La Trobe University. Chyrisse has published activity books, numerous articles and presented posters, 
papers and workshops at local and international conferences. Her particular area of interest is auditory 
processing disorder. 

 

Kaye               On-line Tutoring for Distance Education 
 
On-line virtual classrooms are being used by teachers for language learning as well as for specialist 
tutoring services. Because it is all done over the internet, this facility is available to anyone with an 
internet connection and is ideal for reaching regional and remote areas. Teachers and students 
communicate using voice, text and document sharing, as well as using an interactive whiteboard. 
Conventional tools for language/reading assessment can be easily adapted for use with this system as 
can the delivery of therapy sessions. Teachers from distant locations will join a ‘live on-line session’ to 
demonstrate how they use this technology with students in remote areas. 
 

Since coming to Australia, Geoffrey Kaye has been in private optometric practice. He has a special interest 
in children with reading and learning difficulties and has, over the past 15 years, developed an expertise in 
this particular field, which has allowed him to assist in the assessment, remediation and training of several 
hundred children. He has also participated in the development of an online system for delivery of specialist 
services, such as speech therapy and remedial tuition, to students in Australia’s rural and remote areas. 
 

Killey             Grammar Magic - a colour coded approach to teaching grammar 
 
Chris Killey will explain a unique colour coded grammar system she uses to teach her students. 
Her teaching tools include colour coding, props, songs, rhymes and dice games to aid learning and 
remembering grammar rules. The presentation is hands on. Participants will be taken through each part 
(colour) of speech and will play games using the grammar dice to demonstrate how quickly a students’ 
writing and spelling can improve through their increased grammar knowledge. Chris’s enthusiasm for 
teaching will be obvious and she will provide practical tools and techniques that can be easily 
implemented in the classroom. 
 

Christine Killey is a qualified teacher with 20 years experience. Chris has a post graduate Diploma and 
Masters of Education in Special Education.  She was the coordinator of SPELD Victoria for eight  years 
and has run a special education business for the past ten years, which includes tutoring students with 
learning difficulties. She has recently written two books in this field; which help teach and reinforce 
grammar using games and dice. 
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Minton            Supporting students who struggle with literacy 
               by using appropriate word-processors 
 
Some excellent, powerful word processors are available, specifically designed for students who are at 
different stages of literacy learning, such as First Keys2,  Clicker 5, Textease, Writing with Symbols, 
Penfriend, textHELP! Dragon Naturally Speaking. They all talk, providing valuable auditory input.  These 
will be shown with their appropriateness for different students pointed out.  Ways of using such word 
processors to help students with literacy difficulties will be explained. 
 

Pat Minton has been teaching children with literacy difficulties for 35 years first in England, then part time 
at Marillac House, Brighton, Victoria. In 1983, she began using educational software to support students, 
finding that it frequently made a significant difference to their learning. Currently she is tutoring as well 
being Chairperson of the SPELD Computer Resource Centre Committee (as a volunteer), running 
workshops and seminars about software. 
 

Pearn            Using a measurement model to develop understanding about fractions 
 
Students who appear to have successfully mastered routine algorithms for working with fractions may 
lack deep understanding of fractions – concepts, representations and use of number lines. Students’ 
inability to represent fraction numbers on a number line may in part be a result of their limited 
experiences in using number lines (measurement model) in their work on whole numbers. This session 
will be ‘hands on’ and uses paper folding, fraction walls and number lines to develop an understanding of 
fractions using a measurement model. 
 

Cath Pearn is a lecturer in Mathematics Education at the University of Melbourne. Prior to starting there 
she was a mathematics education officer with the Catholic Education Office, Melbourne. She has been a 
lecturer in mathematics education at La Trobe University, a tutor at Deakin University and a research 
fellow at the Australian Council for Educational Research. Cath has had extensive teaching experience 
in primary schools. She developed Mathematics Intervention, a program for Year 1 students 
mathematically "at risk", which she continues to support. 
 

Schambre               The Management of Students with Specific Learning Difficulties 
 
This workshop will provide practical suggestions for assisting students with specific learning difficulties in 
the classroom and at home. It will address the numerous challenges faced by parents and teachers in a 
practical manner. It will explore the characteristics of a Specific Learning Difficulty; the identification and 
assessment of students with learning difficulties with a view to developing an appropriate management 
plan; liaison between professionals; general classroom strategies; intervention research and 
management strategies with reference to the recommendations provided within the Nelson Report.  
Lastly, this workshop will address the issues surrounding setting up an intervention plan for students with 
appropriate resources, including the role of assistive technology and computer based resources.  
 
Melinda Schambre is a speech pathologist with extensive experience in education.  Following regional 
and metropolitan experience in the education department, she moved into private practice specializing in 
specific learning difficulties.  Melinda worked at the Learning Difficulties Centre, Royal Children's 
Hospital and she is currently completing her Masters by Research investigating the relationship between 
early language development and emergent literacy.  Melinda continues to support rural and regional 
students on a regular basis in addition to her work in Melbourne. 
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Woolley          Comprehension Difficulties After Year 4:addressing the challenge 
 
About 10-20% of students in Australian schools experience ongoing literacy problems. Many of these students 
exhibit average intelligence and ongoing reading and comprehension difficulties after year four. The research 
findings are varied, making it difficult for educators to design consistent and appropriate intervention programs for 
students who experience persistent reading comprehension difficulties. However, while the research literature has 
recognised good teaching approaches, it has been found that many of these are not widely practised in 
classrooms. Woolley investigates the problems experienced by students with reading difficulties and suggests 
appropriate strategies to apply to teaching practice. 
 
Gary Woolley has been teaching for 32 years. He currently works as a lecturer in inclusive education at the 
University of Canberra.  His professional interests include literacy and learning difficulties. Gary's PhD. thesis 
focuses on the design of training programs for volunteer tutors to assist students with reading comprehension 
difficulties. 
 

~ � ~ 
Thank you to all our presenters  

who have given their valuable time and considerable 
expertise to contribute to the successful outcomes of the 
2006 Learning Difficulties Australia National Conference. 
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